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Resolution 1994-05-07 
 
STANDARDIZED AQUATIC HABITAT INVENTORY 
TECHNOLOGY AND METHODOLOGY 
 
WHEREAS, all state fisheries agencies, many federal and local agencies, and private organizations 
collect information on aquatic habitat and biota; and  
 
WHEREAS, managers, researchers, educational personnel, and many others use this information; and 
 
WHEREAS, at present, each organization has a system for collecting the information; and 
 
WHEREAS, a diversity of terminology and methodology has developed and the same terms do not have 
the same meaning in different inventory systems and data standards are not the same; and 
 
WHEREAS, as a result, the ability to share information or to compile information from several sources is 
limited; and 
 
WHEREAS, state and federal management agencies share authority and jurisdiction over many common 
stocks of fish and other aquatic vertebrates and invertebrates; and 
 
WHEREAS, they consequently share in the need for inventory data programs that will provide data 
sufficient to support management decisions; and 
 
WHEREAS, this shared management responsibility and need for inventory data requires that programs to 
collect and manage data be standardized, cooperative, coordinated state-federal programs. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the International Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
urges the state and federal agencies and American Fisheries Society to develop standardized capabilities 
for the collection and management of data for aquatic habitats. 
 
 
Adopted September 14, 1994 
Bismarck, North Dakota 
 
